
CITY LG – June 10-12, 2023
Today’s Bible Story: I Can See Clearly Now (Ananias Helps Paul) • Acts 9:10-31
Today’s Bottom Line: God can help you face your fears.

Monthly Memory Verse: Faith is being sure of what we hope for. It is being sure of what we do not see. Hebrews 11:1 (NIrV)

WORSHIP

For Your Glory

He Has Won
Have kids get into their small groups Before you start Large Groups.

NOTE: This is the second week for our brand new first graders so please make sure they know where to sit for groups.
SLIDE: Theme

“Hey, everybody! I’m [your name], and I’m so glad we’re all here together in the CITY! We have some very special people in here with us today!  Where are our brand new first graders who weren’t here last week? Make some noise first graders!!  We are so glad you are in the City now!  Second and third graders…what are some things we should make sure our first graders know? (Give kids time to answer.  They may need prompting but make sure they cover:

· Bathroom procedures

· What they can do each week when they first come in

· What rugs are for first graders

· God time cards…show them and what happens when they return each week

· Schedule: worship, Lg (Story Lab videos), Sg

· Offering
“Well, this summer, we’re having tons of fun as we talk about what it means to have FAITH.”
SLIDE: Virtue
“Faith is trusting in what you can’t see because of what you can see.”
SLIDE: Theme
“When you put your faith in Jesus, you’ll want to live differently. You’ll want to share Jesus’ love by treating others the way you want to be treated. Following Jesus makes you want to MOVE—here, there, and everywhere!
“For today’s game, our contestant will definitely need to trust in what they can’t see . . . because they won’t be able to see what’s happening behind them! To play the game, I need a Small Group Leader to come up here.

Choose a leader to join you on the stage for the game.

“Welcome, contestant. (to audience) Now, one way we can get MOVING is by going on a hike. (to the contestant) Do you like to go hiking, [leader’s name]? (Pause for response.) When you’re on a hike in the wilderness, you might see some animals, right? Some of those animals might be really cute and adorable. And some might be kind of scary!
(to audience) “Our contestant will have his/her back to the screen, and there will be a picture of an animal on it. He/She will guess what animal is on the screen by watching all of YOU act like that animal. You can’t say any words or make any sounds. You can just use your body to act-out the animal on the screen. I can’t wait to see this!
“We’ll give [leader’s name] one minute to see how many animals [she/he] can guess. Get ready. Here we go! 
SLIDES: Animal Slides (change each time a contestant guesses correctly)
Set a timer on your phone for 60 seconds.

Give the leader a chance to guess as many animals as they can in 60 seconds. Let them pass if they can’t guess one. 
SLIDE: Theme

“That was seriously impressive! [Leader’s name], you were a great guesser. Some of those animals were fearsome, and some . . . weren’t.”
“As you might remember, we’ve been moving through God’s Big Story in the Bible. (Hold up Bible.) “In the book of Acts, which is in the New Testament, we can read stories about the early church. With the help of God’s Spirit, the early church grew as more people heard about and decided to follow Jesus.
“However, there were religious leaders who DIDN’T believe in Jesus, who tried to keep the news about Jesus from spreading. One of those religious leaders was a man named Saul, who we talked about last week. At first, Saul was trying to get rid of the new believers and stop people from believing in Jesus.
“But then, something incredible happened when Saul was traveling to the city of Damascus. A light from heaven flashed around him, and he fell to the ground, unable to see. He heard the voice of Jesus speak to him and tell him to go into the city. For three days, Saul prayed and didn’t eat or drink anything!
Let’s check out the Story Lab to see what happens next…

Bible Story Video
SLIDE: Theme 
“It’s pretty wild to imagine what all of this was like for Ananias. He had heard a lot of bad things about Saul—about how Saul was trying stop the followers of Jesus. But then Saul put his faith in Jesus, and Ananias heard a message from God that he should give Saul a chance.

“Ananias DID give Saul a chance, and when Saul returned to Jerusalem, Barnabas was willing to speak up for him, too. The other followers of Jesus weren’t sure if they could trust Saul. But in the end, they faced their fears. They chose to believe that God had changed Saul’s heart and that Saul was now truly a follower of Jesus.
Let’s check out our bottom line for today…
VIDEO: Bottom Line
SLIDE: Bottom Line
Let’s say it together a few times: “God can help you face your fears.
“There are times when you and I have to trust God, too! We have to have faith that God is there, even when we feel afraid. I know that’s true for me.

“When we feel afraid, we can always ask God for help. That doesn’t mean that God will always change the situation, but we know that God will always be with us THROUGH those difficult or scary times. God can give us the courage to face tough situations in our lives.
“Let’s look at our June memory verse, Hebrews 11:1. This verse will help us remember what faith is all about.

SLIDE: Memory Verse
“Faith is being sure of what we hope for. It is being sure of what we do not see. (Hebrews 11:1, NIrV)
Let’s Pray. “God, thank You for the story of Saul, and Ananias and Barnabas who gave Saul a chance. You helped them face their fears and believe that Saul had changed. Please help us face our fears like they did. Remind us that we can trust you no matter what. Thank You for being there to help us in any difficult situation. We love You, and we pray these things in Jesus’ name. Amen.”

OFFERING:

We are going to raise money for something new this summer.  All summer, our offering money will go to families in Kenya. They are experiencing a lack of food resources because of an on-going drought.  And the food that is available costs a LOT of money! As you can see in these pictures, this is an area in Kenya called Turkana that is very rural and the people who live there do not have much money for food.
SLIDES: Kenya 1-4
We are working with an organization called Missions of Hope.  Our money will help them make food baskets to bring the families who live in Turkana. The food baskets will be such a blessing to the children and families in this community who have very little resources! If you have any offering you can bring it up now.
CG: Summer JAM Slide 
 
“It’s almost time for Summer Jam! It’s coming up very soon and we’re so excited to invite you to these 3 nights jam-packed with FUN and Adventure! You won’t want to miss it. Tell whoever brought you that you need to visit the Summer Jam Tent after our time together today to sign up and get your t shirt!” 
**AT YOUR COORDINTOR’S DIRECTION, YOU WILL EITHER DISMISS TO SMALL GROUP OR DO ACTIVITIES TOGETHER. 
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